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CHRISTIANITY AND SOCIAL QUESTIONS 481 

work was so effectively done as not to need repeating, but because it 
was too dangerous in its result" (pp. 238 f.). 

Every line of this work is interesting reading, and the book must 
receive wide attention from the lay reader as well as the professional. 

Newton Theological Institution 
Newton Centre, Mass. 



CHRISTIANITY AND SOCIAL QUESTIONS 

Probably no one could be found better equipped, from the standpoint 
of historical and economic science, 1 to consider present social problems 
than the learned author of The Growth of English Industry and Com- 
merce. Dr. Cunningham's wide range of study shows itself both in 
the comprehensiveness of his survey, and in his authoritative com- 
ments upon many of the proposals for social betterment which he 
examines. As regards the range of topics treated, there are discussions 
of physical conditions of life, of racial differences and the problems arising 
therefrom, of civil authority, of economic life and its connected govern- 
mental and ethical problems, and finally, of personal duty. The 
preacher who is inclined to rush into economic and social programs 
without thorough study will find the book an admirable protection; 
for the author is constantly alert to the unfortunate .possibilities of 
identifying Christianity with the particular program which a given 
situation seems to demand. His historical learning is always ready to 
point the moral of past experience. The alternative danger, felt by 
some, that Christianity may take no stand, and hence lose touch with 
moral progress, does not trouble him. The "spiritual" mission of the 
church, in his view, is not only primary, but incompatible with active 
participation in humanitarian work. Christ "sent his apostles on 
evangelistic work, and bade them administer the sacraments and exercise 
pastoral care, but he did not enjoin them to agitate for social reforms." 
There is, indeed, approval for many kinds of social reforms which have 
been effected, but it is apparently not safe to help on causes which later 
may prove but temporary goods. But whatever one's judgment as to 
the general policy advocated — which may seem the policy of McClellan 
rather than that of Grant — there can be no question as to the useful- 
ness of such a careful survey of the important factors in the social 

p ' James H. Tufts 

The University of Chicago 

1 Christianity and Social Questions. By W. Cunningham. Studies in Theology 
Series. New York: Scribner, 1911. xv+232 pages. $0.73. 



